
Home » New opportunity opens for the Palestinians: Will they seize peace and prosperity . . . or let it slip away again?
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Anti-Israel protesters in Washington, DC liken Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to a
Nazi. Team Biden has likewise unfairly scapegoated Netanyahu for Israel’s war strategy against
Hamas in Gaza as a ploy to please progressives and radical, anti-Israel voters.

Biden Administration unfairly scapegoats Netanyahu to
please progressives, radical left.
Dear Friend of Israel, Friend of FLAME:

Dear Friend of Israel, Friend of FLAME:

President Biden has found many opportunities to criticize Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s war strategy in the Gaza Strip—seemingly to placate his progressive wing and
especially radical, anti-Israel voters whom Biden sees as key to saving his foundering re-
election campaign. In an interview with Spanish language broadcaster, Univision, for
example, he panned Netanyahu’s handling of the war, saying, “I think what he’s doing is a
mistake. I don’t agree with his approach.”

The injustice of scapegoating Mr. Netanyahu is, he’s implementing the will of most Israelis
and following a strategy even his opponents largely bless.

Unfairly, Netanyahu has become a convenient target not only for the Biden administration,
but also for leftists in his party. For example, U.S. Senate Majority leader Chuck Schumer, in a

speech on March 14th, claimed Netanyahu was an “obstacle to peace,” who has, “lost his way.”
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defends Israel with paid editorial
hasbarah messages placed in media
nationwide every month: The dire
threats from Iran, Hamas and
Hizbollah, the injustice of BDS,
Palestinian anti-Semitism and more.
If you support a bold voice that tells
the truth about Israel in American
media, please donate now.

 
DONATE NOW 

Schumer also brazenly called on Israelis to elect a new leader, based on the belief that a
different Israeli prime minister would be more receptive to Team Biden’s way of doing things.

This anti-Netanyahu sentiment is also voiced by many liberal-minded American Jews, who
“love Israel,” but consider Netanyahu’s duly elected government deeply �awed. Such a belief
ignores or misunderstands the temper of the Israeli people in these trying times.

Surely, many valid criticisms can be and have been leveled at Mr. Netanyahu. However, his
current policies on the conduct of the Gaza war are supported by a wide majority of Israelis,
including the use of military pressure to secure the release of hostages held by the Hamas
terrorist group and the rejection of a two-state solution.

Ironically, it seems that whenever Netanyahu does implement policies to placate the Biden
administration, they tend to contradict the wishes of large swaths of Israeli voters. Thus, he
has allowed generous humanitarian aid into Gaza, delayed �nishing off Hamas in Rafah and
refused the demand of his far-right coalition partners to re-establish Jewish communities in
the coastal enclave.

Even if someone other than Netanyahu were Israel’s Prime Minister, Israel’s policies would
not likely change, since they are supported by the majority of Israeli voters, as well as key
players in the government, including opposition leaders. Moreover, Netanyahu is the
democratically-elected leader of the Jewish state—one of America’s greatest and most trusted
allies. Team Biden’s open attacks on him are unseemly, inappropriate and counterproductive.

President Biden undeservedly uses Netanyahu as a scapegoat in a ploy to gain political
points. Back in March for example, he criticized the Israeli Prime Minister’s policy in Gaza,
saying it’s “a big mistake and I want to see a cease�re.” Comments like this supposedly
“balance” the U.S.-Israel relationship and help Biden win radical, anti-Israel voters.

But the President has also tried to win over liberal Jewish voters by criticizing Netanyahu,
knowing that while most American Jews strongly support Israel, they don’t necessarily
support its leader. Indeed, according to a poll conducted by the Jewish Electorate Institute in
early November, just 31% of American Jewish voters have a favorable view of Netanyahu.
Thus, Biden has accused the Israeli Prime Minister of “hurting Israel more than helping
Israel,” and said that Netanyahu’s policies in Gaza are “contrary to what Israel stands for,”
implying that he is not criticizing Israel itself, just its leader.

While Netanyahu isn’t very popular with Israeli voters right now, his policies on the war in
Gaza are. The Israeli Prime Minister was unpopular with the Israeli public long before Israel’s
war on Hamas in Gaza began, mainly because of his attempts to reform the country’s justice
system and corruption allegations. But the primary reason Netanyahu is viewed with scorn by
the Israeli public now is the perceived failure of him and his government to foresee and

prevent the atrocities of October 7th. Not surprisingly, the latest polls show that Netanyahu
would likely not be re-elected if elections were held now.

Nevertheless, most Israelis still support how Netanyahu is conducting the war in Gaza. For
instance, the Israeli Prime Minister has always insisted that military pressure is the best way
to secure the release of hostages held by Hamas. Most Israelis polled—81.5%—agree. A
majority of Israelis also agree with Netanyahu’s stance on what should happen in Gaza “the
day after” the war is over. This includes 55.4% of Israelis who somewhat or strongly oppose
the creation of a “demilitarized” Palestinian state. In addition, although Team Biden wants a
“reformed” Palestinian Authority to rule Gaza after the war, a resounding majority of 81% of
Israelis agree with Netanyahu that the PA will not reform.

Netanyahu has, at times, implemented policies that go against the wishes of the Israeli
majority—in deference to President Biden. For instance, over the course of the war, the Israeli
leader has bowed to the demands of the U.S. President and allowed more and more aid into
the Gaza Strip, despite the fact that 72% of Israelis oppose allowing aid into the territory until
the hostages are released. Moreover, inasmuch as Chuck Schumer and other members of
Team Biden accuse Netanyahu of being too beholden to far-right factions in his government,
the Israeli Prime Minister has actually held these groups in check—for one, by shutting down
any idea that Israel will resettle Jews in Gaza after the war.

Team Biden’s accusations against Netanyahu are unfair and misplaced, not to mention
unbecoming of how a staunch ally that is �ghting terrorists should be treated. Polls show
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Netanyahu is simply carrying out the wishes of Israel’s voters, the majority of whom don’t
want a two-state solution that would reward Palestinian terrorism, or a cease�re that would
leave Hamas in charge of Gaza and would not lead to the release of hostages.

Please make the point when speaking with family, friends, colleagues—or in letters to the
editor—that it is not Netanyahu’s job to conduct the war in Gaza in a way that will help Biden
get re-elected. The Prime Minister is accountable primarily to Israeli voters, who expect him
to conduct the war aggressively. Based on current polls, that’s exactly what he’s doing.

Best regards,

Jason Shvili, Contributing Editor
Facts and Logic About the Middle East (FLAME)

P.S.      The events of October 7 have changed our world forever—and especially the world for
Israel and the Jewish people. Likewise, the words “Never Again” will never be the same for us.
October 7 has shown us that despite all promises of equity and commitments against hate on
campus and on our streets, we can never depend on it. We will likely never be free of the
scourge of antisemitism, fueled by the most outrageous slanders. I hope you’ll agree that we
opponents of Hamas and its savage massacre—and of all who support Hamas, against all
humanitarian values—need to speak out. FLAME’s new hasbarah—explanatory message
—“Enemies of Israel Tell Five Big Lies”—refutes today’s most vicious lies against Israel and the
Jewish people. I hope you’ll review this convincing, fact-based editorial, which FLAME
published in the Washington Post, New York Post, Chicago Tribune and Los Angeles Times. This
piece will also be sent to all members of Congress, Vice President Harris and President Biden.
If you agree that this kind of public relations effort on Israel’s behalf is critical, I urge you
to support us with a donation.
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