
Having trouble viewing? View this mailing online.

SUBSCRIBE TO THE FLAME HOTLINE DONATE TO FLAME

February 2, 2022

The Jewish people alone created Israel: Not the Holocaust
and not the UN

Dear Friend of FLAME:

Over a few days in January 1942—80 years ago—Hitler’s henchmen, including

SS chieftain Reinhard Heydrich, as well as Adolf Eichmann and other top

members of the Third Reich, conferred at a villa in Wannsee, Germany to

engineer the “Final Solution” to the “Jewish problem.”

This notorious Wannsee Conference succeeded in creating an efficient industrial-

scale approach to the Holocaust. Its extensive chain of death camps and gas

chambers accomplished ultimately— unimaginably—the murder of six million

Jews

But this horror neither prevented the birth of the Jewish state, nor did it—

contrary to the narrative of many Israel haters—provide an excuse for Israel’s

formation.

Ironically, many of those who oppose the State of Israel today blame its

existence on the success of the murderous plans drawn up at Wannsee. Israel’s

enemies minimize the righteousness of its birth in 1948 by attributing the

Zionists’ achievement of attracting global sympathy over the loss of Europe’s

Jews—as if the most devastating genocide in world history would not justify

formation of the first Jewish state.

This objection to Israel conjures up the image of the UN and a few Western

nations imposing a Jewish nation on native Arabs living in Palestine. This

version has Israel created in a fit of guilt by the world’s nations because they

stood by as the Holocaust unfolded. Israel is, according to the myth, a guilt-

offering to compensate for the world’s indifference to the slaughter.

Indeed, one of the most pernicious lies about Israel’s creation is that it was born

due to the Holocaust, a result of the United Nations’ Partition Plan of 1947. The

truth is, Israel was created by the Jews themselves as a result of more than a half-
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century of organizing.

As Israel’s Prime Minister Naftali Bennett recently said, reflecting on Wannsee’s

significance, “The State of Israel isn’t ours ‘thanks to’ the Holocaust, but

because the Land of Israel was, is still and will always remain the home of the

Jewish people.”

The myth continues that Holocaust-guilt reached a pinnacle on November 29,

1947, when the UN General Assembly voted to partition the British Mandate for

Palestine into Jewish and Arab lands. Thus, the narrative insists, Europe soothed

its torment over the Jews at the expense of Arabs.

What makes this tidy narrative nonsense? Four facts:

1) Jews are the indigenous people of Palestine, preceding Arab arrival by some

two millennia and having maintained a continuous presence and several periods

of sovereignty in this land over some 3,000 years, since the Kingdom of David in

1,000 BCE.

2) The Arabs—who did not define themselves as Palestinians until 1964

—have never had sovereignty or even control over Palestine.

3) The formation of the State of Israel in Palestine was preceded by

determined Zionist organizing that began officially in 1897 with the first Zionist

Congress—45 years before the shame of Wannsee.

4) A distinct ambivalence—and even outright opposition — toward a Jewish

state in Palestine predominated in many nations, including Great Britain and the

United States.

While Great Britain deserves credit for the 1917 Balfour Declaration, it quickly

worked to undo its effects, violating its League of Nations-granted mandate by

carving out two-thirds of the land for what became Jordan. Then, it promulgated

the infamous 1939 Palestine White Paper which virtually eliminated Jewish

immigration to Palestine.

Issued just months before Hitler’s war was launched, the White Paper cut off

European Jewry from the only place in the world to which they could flee. Other

countries wouldn’t shelter them—much less welcome them. In the ensuing world

war, the Jews were trapped in a continental slaughterhouse, which the Wannsee

Conference had made far more efficient.

After Germany’s defeat, the Allies created the United Nations, which did nothing

to help Jewish survivors to reach Palestine from their squalid refugee camps in

Europe. There was no call to Britain to lift the White Paper’s limits on

immigration to Palestine, where a civil war erupted between Jews and Arabs—

with each also attacking the British.

Britain, exhausted by World War II, announced in early 1947 that it was

relinquishing its UN Mandate for Palestine. Thus, the 1947 UN vote to partition

Palestine was just an empty gesture: The only thing clear was that some kind of

division of Palestine was certain once the British withdrew.

FLAME is the only organization

that defends Israel with paid

editorial hasbarah messages

placed in media nationwide

every month: The dire threats

from Iran, Hamas and

Hizbollah, the injustice of BDS,

Palestinian anti-Semitism and

more. If you support a bold

voice that tells the truth about

Israel in American media,

please donate now.

FLAME'S WEEKLY
HOTLINE
E-NEWSLETTER

FLAME's Hotline e-newsletter

keeps you up to date on the

most important pro-Israel

advocacy issues and features

our choice of the week's most

informative and thought-

provoking article on Israel and

the Middle East. If you only

subscribe to one pro-Israel

news service, make it the

FLAME Hotline.

https://factsandlogic.org/donate/
https://factsandlogic.org/donate/
https://factsandlogic.org/subscribe
https://factsandlogic.org/subscribe
https://factsandlogic.org/subscribe
https://factsandlogic.org/subscribe


Most agreed that declaring a state would be yet another bloodbath for the Jews,

who were then a distinct minority in greater Palestine, and were vastly

outnumbered by the surrounding Arab nations, all of whom pledged the

eradication of the Zionist presence.

Caring more about relations with Arab nations than the survivors of the

Holocaust, the Allies all imposed arms embargoes against the Jews of Palestine.

The UN partition plan did nothing to protect a Jewish state in Palestine, and its

ratifiers cared not a whit about the survival of the Jewish community.

The State of Israel was declared on May 14, 1948, moments after the last British

troops left. The UN resolution hadn’t called for Jewish statehood, and many

foreign politicians thought it was unwise, including the American Secretary of

State, George Marshall.

The European powers, the US, and the UN prepared to watch a continuation of

the Holocaust as Israel was swarmed by Arab armies.

Israel survived—and has flourished—because of the incredible commitment,

leadership and courage of its own population—then just a few hundred thousand

—facing millions of Arabs and five invading armies.

In fact, there was no inevitability of Israel resulting from the Wannsee

Conference in 1942. And no toothless UN General Assembly Resolution birthed

Israel in 1947.

The courageous leaders and people of Israel created—and fought at a huge cost

of blood and treasure to create—the State of Israel in 1948.

Please point out to friends, family, colleagues and your elected representatives

that while the Holocaust and the UN played important roles in the creation of the

State of Israel, in no way was either the key factor in Israel’s birth. No nation

was ever born solely from a tragic history or empty proclamation. Nations are

born—and they live and flourish—through their own people’s efforts, valor and

leadership.

Israel is no different.

I hope you'll also take a minute, while you have this material front and center, to

forward this message to friends, visit FLAME's lively Facebook page and review

the P.S. immediately below. It describes FLAME's new hasbarah campaign

—which exposes “Ben & Jerry’s Bad Taste” and those who support boycotts of

the Jewish state.

Best regards,

Ken Cohen

Editor, Facts and Logic About the Middle East (FLAME)

P.S. As you know, Ben & Jerry’s recently announced that it would cease its

contract with its Israeli affiliate because the affiliate refused to stop
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selling the company’s ice cream in the ancient Jewish territories of

Judea and Samaria. This move, championed by the company’s anti-

Israel board chair, is just the latest attempt to boycott the Jewish state—

joining the BDS movement—which some 35 U.S. states consider illegal

and anti-Semitic. To clarify this issue for the American people

—including many Jews—FLAME has created a new hasbarah message

called “Ben & Jerry’s Bad Taste .” I hope you'll review this convincing,

fact-based paid editorial, which will run soon in the Washington Post,

Los Angeles Times, Chicago Tribune and other media nationwide. It

spells out why Ben & Jerry’s should be held to account for this attempt

to delegitimize the State of Israel. This piece will also be sent to all

members of Congress, Vice President Harris and President Biden. If you

agree that this kind of public relations effort on Israel's behalf is critical,

I urge you to support us. Remember: FLAME's powerful ability to

influence public opinion—and U.S. support of Israel—comes from

individuals like you, one by one. I hope you'll consider giving a

donation now, as you're able—with $500, $250, $100, or even $18.

(Remember, your donation to FLAME is tax deductible.) To donate

online, just go to donate now. Now, more than ever, we need your

support to ensure that the American people, the U.S. Congress and

President Biden stay committed to fighting anti-Semitic actions by

individuals, politicians and commercial companies.

As of today, more than 15,000 Israel supporters receive the FLAME

Hotline at no charge every week. If you're not yet a subscriber, won't

you join us in receiving these timely updates, so you can more

effectively tell the truth about Israel? Just go to free subscription.
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