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New opportunity opens for the Palestinians: Will they seize
peace and prosperity . . . or let it slip away again?

Dear Friend of FLAME:

The recent normalization agreement between the State of Israel and the United
Arab Emirates has brought unprecedented hope and the promise of peace and
stability in the Middle East.

It has also postponed the application of Israeli sovereignty to parts of Judea and
Samaria, ostensibly to give the Palestinian leadership a window of opportunity to
come to the table to arrive at a final status agreement with Israel.

Yet, the clock is ticking, and the perpetual question looms: Will the
Palestinian leadership remain locked in its over 100-year war of violent
rejectionism against Jewish statehood? Many fear Palestinian leaders will again
fail to grasp the opportunity for peace and force their people to suffer for their
obsession with ending the Jewish state.

With more and more normalization steps taking place every week—such as
Bahrain now recognizing Israel and Saudi Arabia officially letting Israeli
commercial planes fly over their territory, plus the possibility of more Arab
nations signing peace agreements in the coming months—there is great optimism
that Middle East conflicts can be resolved.

This change in Arab attitudes toward Israel increases the pressure on the
Palestinians to act. With every Arab gesture of acceptance of Israel’s existence,
Palestinian political leverage diminishes. If peace in the Middle East no longer
depends on an Israel-Palestinian resolution, why should the world put energy
into it—especially since the Palestinians always refuse?

This is a momentous time to put disagreement aside and look to the future,
bringing peace, stability and security to the region. The stage is set for the
Palestinians to make a commitment. Israel is waiting at the table and the Arab
world is desperate to usher in a full regional peace.

Unfortunately, Palestinian leadership is once again rebuffing all attempts by
the U.S., the wider Arab world and the international community to finally bring
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peace and prosperity to their people.

After release of the Israel-UAE deal, the UAE Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs Anwar Gargash said that the agreement has bought the Palestinians time
and the chance for peace. He said that he is urging the parties to sit and
negotiate. Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has repeatedly said he is ready
for peace and will meet anywhere, at any time, with all issues on the table.

However, Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas has called negotiations on the
basis of the “Peace to Prosperity” plan a conspiracy, forbidden his people from
taking part in conferences that would help the Palestinian economy, and called
for “days of rage” in response.

Yet time is growing short for Palestinian leaders. History is calling them to act
now to transform their people’s future. If the Trump Administration loses power
—or its interest in this issue—the “Peace to Prosperity” plan will be swept away,
and another Palestinian generation will continue to suffer.

What’s more, the wider Arab world is becoming increasingly frustrated and
impatient. As a prominent commentator wrote last week in the Saudi Gazette:
“As a human being, as a Muslim and as an Arab, I am saddened by the situation
of the Palestinian who was traded in by his political leaders. I wish him well, and
hope that he would wake up from his coma and adopt what is good that serves
his interest and his future.”

An Emirati academic wrote in the Abu Dhabi-based “The National” newspaper
that: “The UAE-Israel accord is a win for every Muslim.”

These are just two of many examples of the change in attitude to peace with
Israel in the wider Arab and Muslim world. More and more people are
embracing the change of desert winds in favor of normalization and warmer
relations with the Jewish State.

Other taboos are being broken as well. A Muslim majority state, Kosovo, will
open an embassy in Jerusalem, fully recognizing Israel’s sovereignty in its
capital city. Serbia will become the first European nation to open an embassy in
Israel’s capital, and Malawi has stated that it will become the first African nation
to open a diplomatic mission in Jerusalem.

Perhaps the greatest reflection of the sea change in Arab sympathies toward
Israel was the flat-out rejection by the Arab League of several resolutions
proposed by Palestinian leader Mahmoud Abbas condemning the UAE for
striking a peace with Israel.

The Palestinians need to see in the UAE-Israel deal, the normalization with
Israel by Arab and Muslim states, and the currents in the region, as an opportune
time to negotiate. The leverage they have held is slipping away quickly.
Supporters of the Palestinian cause in the U.S. would be well advised to counsel
the Arab group to act now, while some opportunity remains.

Unfortunately, Palestinian leaders don’t offer much hope. As senior Palestinian
Authority leader Hanan Ashrawi made clear recently, in reaction to the
normalization process: "The Palestinians are willing, generation after generation,
to continue their struggle." This amply demonstrates that their leadership sees no
urgency and appears unprepared to move an inch from its maximalist and
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rejectionist stand.

Why do Palestinians leaders persist in their failed strategy? After refusing an
overly generous peace offer by Prime Minister Ehud Olmert in 2008, Abbas
thought he could afford to do so, because, as he told the Washington Post, he
believed that “in the West Bank we have a good reality.” This confidence today,
however is misplaced. The wall of obstruction that Palestinian leadership has
built carefully over decades with the help of fellow Arab leaders is clearly
crumbling.

While the Middle East moves forward without them, billionaire Abbas and his
multi-millionaire cronies are squandering perhaps a final opportunity—and it is
their people who will continue to suffer.

I hope you’ll help friends, family, colleagues and your elected representatives
understand that the Palestinians are being left behind primarily by their
leadership’s pathological rejectionism, but also by a realization in the wider
region that Arab nations have much to gain from Israel—through improved
economic options, security, high-tech innovations and water and agricultural
technology.

Emphasize that this moment could also be a shining reality for the Palestinians . .
. if they would seize the rapidly closing window of possibility.

I hope you'll also take a minute, while you have this material front and center, to
visit FLAME's lively Facebook page and review the P.S. immediately below. It
describes FLAME's new hasbarah campaign—which explains the sad, but true
reasons Palestinians continue to fail at forming their own nation state.

Best regards,

Jim Sinkinson
President, Facts and Logic About the Middle East (FLAME)

P.S. Some American and European politicians argue that Israel’s intention
to apply sovereignty to the militarily critical Jordan Valley would
inhibit formation of a Palestinian state. Nothing is further from the
truth. The Palestinians don’t have a state—despite numerous offers of
land for peace by Israel—because the Arab group simply hasn’t
mustered an adequate strategy, political unity or leadership. They’re
simply unable to say yes. To clarify this point, FLAME has created a
new hasbarah message called “What’s Stopping a Palestinian State?” I
hope you'll review this convincing, fact-based paid editorial, which will
run in USA Today, the Washington Post, and other media nationwide. It
spells out specific reasons the Palestinians have failed to create a
sovereign state and why it’s time for the world—and Israel—to move
on. This piece will also be sent to all members of Congress, Vice
President Pence and President Trump. If you agree that this kind of
public relations effort on Israel's behalf is critical, I urge you to support
us. Remember: FLAME's powerful ability to influence public opinion
—and U.S. support of Israel—comes from individuals like you, one by
one. I hope you'll consider giving a donation now, as you're able—with
$500, $250, $100, or even $18. (Remember, your donation to FLAME
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is tax deductible.) To donate online, just go to donate now. Now, more
than ever, we need your support to ensure that the American people, the
U.S. Congress and President Trump stay committed to realistic policies
in relation to Israel, Iran and the entire Middle East.

As of today, more than 15,000 Israel supporters receive the FLAME
Hotline at no charge every week. If you're not yet a subscriber, won't
you join us in receiving these timely updates, so you can more
effectively tell the truth about Israel? Just go to free subscription.
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