You deserve a factual look at...

Israel’s “Right to Exist”

Is it important that the Arabs acknowledge it?

TheIsraeliswanted the second phase of the Mideast Peace Conference to convene in the respective
capitals of the involved parties. It seemed like a reasonable suggestion. After all, Jerusalem is only
150 miles from Damascus, Syria, and only 80 miles from Amman, Jordan. But the Arabs, did not
accept that suggestion and insisted on a site as far away from home as possible. Why would they
wishtoimpose suchinconvenience onthemselves? Theybelieved that meetingwith Israel in their
respective capitals might by inference be considered as their recognition of Israel’s existence.

What are the facts?

B Despite decisive military defeats in the
wars that they have launched against the
Jewish state since the very day of its birth,
the Arabs, in an almost unbelievable act of
mental acrobatics, deny the existence of the
country that has inflicted such severe and
repeated punishment on them. When it
becomes inevitable to mention the Jewish
stateitisreferred toonlyas“the Zionist entity”.
B This non-acknowledgement of Israel’s
existence is not simply a matter of seman-
tics. Arab maps do not show Israel, but a vast
area, including Jordan, labeled as “Pales-
tine”, Cities such as Tel Aviv and Haifa sim-
ply don’t exist. Arab school children, though
imbued from earliest age with hatred of the
Jews, have no “official” knowledge of the
existence of Israel. They learn about it, one
supposes, just as they learn about sex, by
whispered comments in the schoolyard.
Schedules of foreign airlines that show Isra-
el on their route maps or that list Israeli
destinations are not allowed in the coun-
tries. Foreign publications (among them,
oneregretstoreport, such U.S. magazines as
Time and Newsweek) print special editions
for the Arab countries, since no publication
carrying advertising of Israeli firms may
appear in those countries. And, of course,
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The bizarre concept of Israel’s “non-existence

tourists of any nationality may not enter
mostArab countriesiftheir passports shows
evidence that the holder has ever visited
Israel, the “non-existent country”. Not too
many monthsago,aU.S. Senatorwas barred
from entering Saudi Arabia, our “faithful
ally”, because of an Israeli visa stamp that
had been placed in his diplomatic passport.
M As an inducement to Israel for yielding
land thatis absolutely indispensable for the
country’s defense, the Arabs now and then
offer the possibility of the “recognition” of
Israel’s existence. The sad and almost in-
comprehensible aspect of that is that many
well-meaning people in the U.S., in other
countries, and, yes, even in Israel believe
that this might be an acceptable bargain for
Israel. But Israel’s existence is in no way
dependent on the recognition of any Arab
state. It’s simple: Israel exists because it
exists. Therefore, supposing that any mean-
ingful face-to-face meetings came about
and if, say, a Syrian diplomat should ask
Israel what it would be prepared to “give” if
Syria would consider acknowledging Isra-
el’s existence, Israel should reply that Isra-
el might in turn consider acknowledging
Syria’s existence. Or, Israel could declare a
boycott of the Arab world and could offer to
relax or to rescind such boycott in con-
sideration of parallel gestures by the Arabs.

"has been around for over forty years. Many

good people, including quite a few in Israel itself, have been led to believe that Israel
should bring substantial sacrifices, even to the point of imperiling its own security and
survival, in order to get the Arabs to acknowledge Israel’s existence. It is often said that
Israel needs to be “recognized” by the Arabs in order to “normalize her condition”. But
need not the Arabs, too, live in “normalized conditions”? And Israel is often promised
that, in return for yielding vital strategic territory to the Arabs, she would be assured of
“safe and secure borders”. But don’t the Arabs also need borders that are safe and secure?
The Arab countries and much of the world have come to believe that peace is only good
and desirable for Israel. But it is surely at least as important for the Arabs, who have lived
through and have been bloodily defeated in five wars with Israel - the “non-existent
country”. Peace and prosperity can and will come to this troubled region only when the
Arabs accept the reality of Israel’s existence and negotiate with her openly and in good faith.
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D My contribution is in the amount of $50 or more. Please
send me your booklet containing 24 of the ads that you have
l published in national media over the last few years.

exposing false propaganda that might harm the interests of l My name is
the United States and its allies in that area of the world. Your
tax-deductible contributions are welcome. They enable us to I I live at

pursue these goals and to publish these messages in national
magazines and metro newspapers. We have virtually no | In

overhead. Almost al! of our revenue pays for our educational .
work, for these clarifying messages, and related direct mail.
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