
What are the facts?
The lesson of Gaza. In previous hasbarah (educating and

clarifying) messages we made clear that a Palestinian state
would be impossible for Israel to accept. It would lead
inevitably to Israel’s destruction. The reason is primarily the
lesson learned from the Gaza experiment. Under pressure
from most of the world, Israel evacuated Gaza, displacing
hundreds of families who had lived there for generations and
who had built substantial communities and extensive
agricultural installations. Instead of making even the least
gesture of acknowledgment and gratitude, the Palestinians,
almost from the very first day of their
“liberation” from the hated Jews,
began to lob rockets into Israel.
Ultimately, Israel was forced to defend
itself against those attacks and invaded
Gaza in force. There was much damage
and many casualties. As could be
expected, “world opinion” condemned Israel’s defensive
action and called it “disproportionate.” 
If Israel were foolish enough to yield to the unrelenting

pressure and were to turn Judea/Samaria (the “West Bank”)
over to the Palestinians, it would find itself surrounded by
enemies, whose ultimate goal is not the creation of a
Palestinian state but the destruction of Israel – to use the
common rhetoric, to wipe Israel off the map and push the
Jews into the sea.

Statehood opportunities rejected. The reality is that the
Palestinians are not really interested in their own
independent state. Such a state never existed and the concept
of a “Palestinian” people is a fairly new one. If the
Palestinians were really interested in their own state, if that
were their aspiration, they could have had such a state side-
by-side with Israel, for a very long time. The first partition of
Palestine – all of which, by the Balfour Declaration and by the
mandate of the League of Nations was to be the Jewish home
– occurred in 1921. Winston Churchill, who was then the
Colonial Secretary, split the mandated territory, allocating
the great bulk to the Arabs for the creation of what is now the
Kingdom of Jordan. But, of course, that did not satisfy the
Arabs. After much bloody fighting over the decades, other

efforts were made to create an additional state for the Arabs
(who by then called themselves “Palestinians”). There was the
Peel Partition Plan of 1937, and, most importantly perhaps,
the United Nations Partition Plan of 1947. Under the UN plan,
the territory west of the Jordan River was to be split, with the
major portion to be allocated to the Arabs and the smaller,
disconnected, portion going to the Jews. Jerusalem, a bone of
contention, was to be “internationalized” – it would not
belong to either. The Jews, anxious to form their state,
accepted this plan under which they were granted only a
small fraction of the “Palestine” that they had been promised

to be their homeland by the Balfour
Declaration and by the mandate of the
League of Nations. But the Arabs
rejected the partition out of hand.
Almost the same day that Israel
declared its statehood and its
independence, six Arab armies invaded

Israel from north, east and south. In what could be called a
Biblical miracle, the ragtag Jewish forces defeated the
combined Arab might. 
Following the Six-Day War of 1967, in which Israeli forces

defeated the combined invasion forces of Egypt and Syria,
Israel offered generous terms for the formation of a
Palestinian state. But it was not accepted. Instead, the Arabs
convened in Khartoum (Sudan) and pronounced their
famous Three No’s: No peace with Israel, No negotiations
with Israel, No recognition of Israel. Other offers of statehood
were made over the course of the years. Ehud Barak, then
prime minister of Israel, and U.S. President Bill Clinton
offered the Palestinians almost total withdrawal to the 1967
armistice lines. The Palestinians rejected the offer,
presumably because it did not include Israel’s willingness to
accept hundreds of thousands of Palestinian “refugees,” who
would with one stroke accomplish what the Arabs had not
accomplished in their wars: the destruction of Israel. The
creation of a Palestinian state could have been accomplished
many times. But it is the unalterable goal of the Palestinians,
indeed of most Arabs and most Muslims, to destroy the
Jewish state and never to recognize and legitimize Israel in
whatever shape and size as a Jewish state. 
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The Two-State Illusion
Would it solve the Middle East problem?

There seems to be almost universal consensus that in order to bring peace to the Middle East the creation of a Palestinian state
is unavoidable. What is more, such a “solution” is the policy of the United States.

It is important to understand that the creation of a Palestinian state is not the true ultimate goal of the Arabs. It is, at best,
meant to be a stepping stone toward the ultimate goal: the destruction, the disappearance of Israel and of the hated Jews from
any portion of what they consider “holy Muslim soil.” The Arabs are not interested in putting an end to the suffering of the
Palestinian people. That could have been accomplished long ago. On the contrary, to be martyrs is a source of pride and
assurance of victory to the Arabs. They compare their willingness to sacrifice hundreds of thousands of their own with the
Zionist enemy, who is concerned about combat losses or even the fate of one single abducted soldier.

FLAME is a tax-exempt, non-profit educational 501 (c)(3) organization. Its
purpose is the research and publication of the facts regarding developments in
the Middle East and exposing false propaganda that might harm the interests of
the United States and its allies in that area of the world. Your tax-deductible
contributions are welcome. They enable us to pursue these goals and to publish
these messages in national newspapers and magazines. We have virtually no
overhead. Almost all of our revenue pays for our educational work, for these
clarifying messages, and for related direct mail.
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“...the ultimate goal is not...
a Palestinian state...

but the destruction of Israel.”


