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C

a
n

 it b
e

 a
c
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 u
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n
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c
u
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n
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e
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A
fter over fifty years of th

e bizarre n
otion

 of n
ot recogn

izin
g th

e "existen
ce" of th

e State of Israel, after eigh
t

years of th
e O

slo "p
eace p

rocess", an
d

 after bein
g offered

 u
n

believably gen
erou

s con
d

ition
s to brin

g an
 en

d
 to

th
e lon

g an
d

 blood
y con

flict, th
e P

alestin
ian

s h
ave rejected

 th
ose term

s an
d

 h
ave in

stead
 ch

osen
 to con

tin
u

e on
th

eir p
ath

 of violen
ce.  T

h
ey h

ave eru
pted

 in
 th

e blood
y A

l-A
ksa In

tifad
a, w

h
ich

 so far h
as cau

sed
 h

u
n

d
red

s
of d

ead
 an

d
 th

ou
san

d
s of in

ju
red

.  T
he qu

estion can be raised w
hether peace w

ith the Palestinians is possible at all.

nated by the m
enace of Islam

ic fundam
entalism

.  B
y the

tenets of this fundam
entalism

, Israel's size is not of im
por-

tance; it is the very existence of Israel that, to fundam
en-

talist believers, is an intolerable offense, an unacceptable
in

su
lt to Islam

. T
he fu

n
dam

en
talist M

oslem
s -- H

am
as,

H
ezbollah, Islam

ic Jihad, and all the others -- do not aim
at peace w

ith
 Israel or th

e recovery of som
e territory.

T
heir publicly declared aim

 is the destruction of the Jew
-

ish State.  O
n m

ore than one occasion, the Islam
ic Jihad

has stated:  "[T
his is] definite and irrevocable . . . W

e w
ill

be satisfied
 w

ith
 n

oth
in

g bu
t th

e d
estru

ction
 of Israel."

R
eal Peace M

u
st B

e G
lo

b
al.

T
he current upheavals in

Israel, in
 its ad

m
in

istered
 territories, an

d
 in

 th
e areas

th
at Israel h

as tran
sferred

to the Palestin
ian

 A
u

thori-
ty, m

ay give the im
pression

th
at p

eace w
ou

ld
 com

e to
th

e region
 if Israel w

ou
ld

co
m

e to
 term

s w
ith

 th
e

aspiration
s of the Palestin

ian
s.  B

u
t that is im

possible,
because the destruction of Israel is the stated purpose of
th

e Palestin
ian

s, as em
bed

d
ed

 in
 th

eir n
ever-revoked

C
ovenant.  B

ut even if it w
ere achievable, peace w

ould
not com

e about, because such a peace w
ould be a non-

global one.  T
he m

ost fervent enem
ies of Israel -- Iran,

Iraq, and including even Egypt (w
ith w

hich Israel is tech-
nically at peace) -- have as their principal foreign policy
goal the destruction of Israel, a goal that w

ould not be
altered even if Israel acceded to every w

ish of the Pales-
tinians.  T

hose A
rab statesm

en w
ho have tried to com

e to
term

s w
ith the Jew

ish State have invariably found a ter-
rible end.  K

ing A
bdullah of Transjordan w

as assassinat-
ed by the rejectionists, so w

as President A
nw

ar Sadat of
Egypt, and so w

as President B
ashir G

em
ayel of Lebanon,

all of w
h

om
 en

vision
ed

 p
eacefu

l coop
eration

 an
d

 co-
existen

ce w
ith Israel.  E

very A
rab leader know

s that any
overt declaration of w

ishing to m
ake real peace and to co-

exist and to cooperate w
ith Israel is a suicidal death sentence.

T
h

e R
oot of th

e M
iddle East C

on
fl

ict.
M

any observers
of the M

iddle East believe that the root of the area’s con-
flict lies in the dispute betw

een the Palestinians and the
Israeli Jew

s -- that peace could com
e to the area if that con-

flict could be resolved. A
nd the w

ay it should be resolved,
these observers believe, is by Israel's yielding its heartland,
Judea/Sam

aria (the "W
est B

ank"), and the G
aza Strip for

the creation of a Palestinian state and by returning the
G

olan H
eights to Syria.  B

ut after the late H
afez A

ssad's
brusque refusal to accept the return of the G

olan (because
it w

ould not include the shores of the Sea of G
alilee), and

after A
rafat's contem

ptuous refusal of B
arak's generous

o
ffer, it is clear th

at th
e

A
rabs do not w

ant  peace --
they w

ant confrontation and
th

e d
estru

ctio
n

 o
f Israel.

People also overlook that
the conflict betw

een Pales-
tinian A

rabs and Jew
s long predates Israel's control over the

adm
inistered territories, that A

rab-A
rab w

ars are endem
ic

in the area, and that Israel w
ould be defenseless and at the

m
ercy of its im

placable enem
ies if it w

ere to yield control of
th

ese strategic territories w
ith

ou
t a fu

ll p
eace -- n

ot
ju

st w
ith

 th
e P

alestin
ian

s, b
u

t w
ith

 a
ll

th
e A

rab
s.

T
h

e M
en

ace of Islam
ic Fu

n
d

am
en

talism
.T

he clam
or

for yielding strategic territories to the A
rabs is the first

step in
 the im

m
u

table A
rab attem

pt to liqu
idate Israel

altogether. B
ecause, certainly, Israel, w

ith its few
er than

6 m
illion inhabitants, com

pared to alm
ost 300 m

illion
A

rabs, and w
ith its less than 10,000 square m

iles, com
-

pared to alm
ost 5 m

illion square m
iles of the A

rab coun-
tries, cannot possibly be a threat to peace or a m

enace to
th

e A
rabs. A

n
d

 red
u

cin
g th

e territory of Israel from
10

,0
0

0
 squ

are m
iles to 7,0

0
0

 squ
are m

iles w
ou

ld
 n

ot
seem

 likely to bring peace one step closer. T
he m

ain rea-
son that real peace is so difficult to attain is the political
and cultural context of the M

iddle East, w
hich is dom

i-

W
e all w

an
t p

eace, of cou
rse, esp

ecially th
e Israelis, w

h
o h

ave been
 alm

ost con
stan

tly em
battled

 sin
ce th

e fou
n

-
d

ation
 of th

eir state.  B
u

t becau
se of A

rab-Islam
ic fu

n
d

am
en

talism
 th

at can
n

ot tolerate a Jew
ish

 p
resen

ce on
an

y p
art of "A

rab territory", an
d

 becau
se an

y p
eace arrived

 at w
ou

ld
 be n

on
-global, su

ch
 real p

eace w
ou

ld
 seem

d
ifficu

lt to attain
 at th

is tim
e. O

n
e h

op
es th

at real p
eace -- th

e A
rabs' acceptan

ce of a Jew
ish

 State an
d

 p
eacefu

l
co-existen

ce an
d

 coop
eration

 w
ith

 it -- w
ill com

e even
tu

ally. B
u

t it can
 on

ly h
ap

p
en

 th
rou

gh
 a com

p
lete ch

an
ge

of m
en

tality, p
olicies, an

d
 h

istorical am
bition

s in
 th

e A
rab-Iran

ian
 block, aban

d
on

m
en

t of fan
atic fu

n
d

am
en

tal-
ism

, an
d

 ch
an

ge to
 gen

u
in

e d
em

o
cracy. A

n
d

 th
at m

ay w
ell take a very lo

n
g

 tim
e. In

 th
e m

ean
tim

e, Israel
m

u
st keep

 u
p

 its gu
ard

 an
d

 can
n

ot affo
rd

to
 yield

 strateg
ic territo

ry, w
ith

o
u

t w
h

ich
 it w

o
u

ld
 b

e vu
ln

erab
le.

You deserve a factual look at…
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c
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tio

n
a

l 
5

0
1

(c
)(3

)
o

rg
a

n
iz

a
tio

n
. Its

 p
u

rp
o

s
e

 is
 th

e
 re

s
e

a
rc

h
 a

n
d

 p
u

b
lic

a
tio

n
o

f th
e

 fa
c

ts
 re

g
a

rd
in

g
 d

e
v

e
lo

p
m

e
n

ts
 in

 th
e

 M
id

d
le

 E
a

s
t

a
n

d
 e

x
p

o
s

in
g

 fa
ls

e
 p

ro
p

a
g

a
n

d
a

 th
a

t m
ig

h
t h

a
rm

 th
e

 in
te

r-
e

s
ts

 o
f th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s
 a

n
d

 its
 a

llie
s

 in
 th

a
t a

re
a

 o
f th

e
w

o
rld

.Y
o

u
r ta

x
-d

e
d

u
c

tib
le

 c
o

n
trib

u
tio

n
s

 a
re

 w
e

lc
o

m
e

.
T

h
e

y
 

e
n

a
b

le
 

u
s

 
to

 
p

u
rs

u
e

 
th

e
s

e
 

g
o

a
ls

 
a

n
d

 
to

 
p

u
b

lis
h

th
e

s
e

 
m

e
s

s
a

g
e

s
 

in
 

n
a

tio
n

a
l 

n
e

w
s

p
a

p
e

rs
 

a
n

d
 

m
a

g
a

-
z

in
e

s
. 

W
e

 
h

a
v

e
 

v
irtu

a
lly

 
n

o
 

o
v

e
rh

e
a

d
. 

A
lm

o
s
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a

ll 
o

f
o

u
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re
v

e
n

u
e

 
p

a
y

s
 

fo
r 

o
u

r 
e

d
u

c
a

tio
n

a
l 

w
o

rk
, 

fo
r 

th
e

s
e

c
la

r
ify

in
g

 
m

e
s

s
a

g
e

s
, 

a
n

d
 

fo
r

 
r
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la
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d

 
d

ir
e

c
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a

il.
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G
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e

n
t

"R
eal p

eace . . . can
 o

n
ly h

ap
p

en
 th

ro
u

gh
 a

co
m

p
lete ch

an
ge o

f m
en

tality, p
o

licies, an
d

h
isto

rical am
bitio

n
s in

 th
e A

rab-Iran
ian

 blo
ck."


