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Why Are Arab States Rejecting the Palestinian Cause?
Dear Friend of FLAME:
Increasingly, Arab nations in the Middle East are distancing themselves from
their Palestinian brothers. The half-century-old solidarity of Arab countries with
the cause of achieving a Palestinian state has been diminished recently due to
numerous factors.
Chief among them has been the conduct of the Palestinian Authority (PA), and
that of its dominant force, the Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO). Add the
recklessness and terrorist intransigence of the Hamas regime in Gaza, plus the
realities of global economics and politics, and most Arab countries have decided
that creating a Palestinian state can be back-burnered.
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Part of the decline in interest in the Palestinian cause reflects the passing of panArabism, a political and trans-national force in the twentieth century, advocated
by bygone leaders such as Egyptian President Gamel Abdul Nasser. Further fuel
has been added by the Arab Spring, which forced Middle East regimes, from
Tunisia to Iraq, to focus on national self-preservation.
Above all, the quest of non-Arab, non-Sunni Iran to extend its brutal sphere of
influence into the heart of the Arab world has necessitated a re-evaluation of
Arab national priorities—and resolving the Palestinian issue is irrelevant to
addressing this threat. The fact that Israeli enemies Hamas and Islamic Jihad in
Gaza are in Iran's pocket—as is Hizbullah in Lebanon and Syria—means that
any Palestinian progress and Israeli losses would boost Iran's penetration
throughout the Middle East.
Not only would a non-Arab Iran claim victory over Israel and the West, but
Shi'ite Islam would have triumphed over the Sunni Islam of the Arab states. In
an area where the political and the religious are rarely separable, this would be a
major defeat for the Arab world religiously.
Last year, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman stated that "Palestinians
should accept peace or shut up and stop complaining." Ongoing contacts
between the Saudi government and Israel are pervasive, even if diplomatic
recognition is still a long way off.
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While hostility to Israel is still popular on the Arab "street," Arab leaders have
come to the conclusion that the reality of Israel and all that it offers—militarily,
economically, agriculturally, and technologically—is to be cultivated, and if
their Palestinian brethren don't like it, that may be just too bad.
Israel's military forces provide a real bulwark against Iranian adventurism, and
Israel's intelligence services far outstrip anything in the Arab world. As long as
the Arab leaders perceive Iran as the greatest regional threat, Israeli links must
be cultivated. As long as Israel leads the world in solutions to water shortages
and in the cultivation of unfriendly land resources for agriculture, Arab countries
with those shared challenges must listen to Israel and try to share in the
entrepreneurial and technological leadership that Israel has demonstrated.
Remember, too, that until 1967, most Arab countries didn't much care about the
recently invented "Palestinian nation." In 1948, Egypt and Jordan had stolen the
land that might have become the Palestinian state—and no other Arab nation
wanted to rock that boat.
Even after 1967, when Palestine's "liberation" from Israel became a cause in the
Arab world—which had previously merely wanted to exterminate Israel—
Palestinians did precious little to form deep sympathetic links with the Arabs.
Under leader Yassir Arafat, the PLO did everything it could to take over the
Kingdom of Jordan until the Black September purge in 1971 by King Hussein.
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Arafat and the PLO relocated to Lebanon, where he started a civil war and
precipitated the Israeli invasion in 1978. Lebanon has still not recovered from
that invasion and its aftermath, and now is thoroughly dominated by Shi'ite
Iranian proxy Hizbullah.
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In short, Palestinian Arabs have done little to endear themselves to Arab leaders.
It would be easy to argue that ongoing Arab support for the Palestinian cause has
had little to do with caring about the Palestinian Arabs, and more to do with
demagogic, religious and ethnic hatred of Jews and their Jewish state.
The recent economic confab in Bahrain saw three powerful Arab states—Egypt,
Saudi Arabia and Jordan—joined by Morocco, the United Arab Emirates, and, of
course, Bahrain itself. Leading the meeting, America set forth an aggressive
economic program to lift Palestinians and their neighbors out of their pervasive
problems. Predictably, the Palestinian leaderships utterly rejected this Middle
East Marshall Plan, whose prime beneficiaries would be . . . the Palestinian
people.
Despite Ramallah and Gaza's denunciations of the conference, a dozen leading
Palestinian Arab businessmen attended and fully participated.
Palestinian leadership has alienated its own natural allies—brother Arabs. The
terror, intransigence and corruption of both the Palestinian Authority and Hamas
are understood by all—including by Arab leaders. It has become clear that, in the
current and near-term political configuration, no possibility of a satisfactory
peace plan with Israel exists. The Palestinian Arabs won't even come to the table.
Accordingly, Arab leaders have moved on to deal with their real problems and
opportunities today—most of which can be more easily addressed with an Israeli
partner.
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As you discuss Israel's prospects in the Middle East, I urge you to emphasize the
positive progress that Israel has made in forming friendships and relationships in
the larger Arab world. On the issue of uncritical pan-Arab support for the
Palestinian cause—as on so many other issues in the Middle East—time seems
to be staunchly on Israel's side.
For Israel and its allies—and for most of Israel's former Arab enemies—the road
to the future runs through neither Ramallah nor Gaza, but through Israel's
increasingly open engagement of the Arab world in creating a better tomorrow
for all.
In addition to discussing the changing dynamics in the Middle East, I hope you'll
also take a minute, while you have this material front and center, to visit
FLAME's lively new Facebook page and review the P.S. immediately below. It
describes FLAME's new hasbarah campaign—a refutation of the myth of the
"Palestinian territories."
Best regards,
Ken Cohen
Editor, Facts and Logic About the Middle East (FLAME)

P.S.

Critics of Israel, from The New York Times to BDS and the United
Nations, usually base their condemnation of Israel on accusations that
Israel's settlements (or its "occupation of Palestinian territory") are
illegal. These accusations are false and deserve to be exposed once and
for all. That's why FLAME has created a new hasbarah message called
"What Is 'Palestinian Territory'?." I hope you'll review this hard-hitting
paid editorial, which will begin running in national media this month. It
provides a plain-English explanation of the legal issues surrounding
Israel's historical and entirely legal presence in its Biblical homeland.
This piece will also be sent to all members of Congress, Vice President
Pence and President Trump. If you agree that this kind of public
relations effort on Israel's behalf is critical, I urge you to support us.
Remember: FLAME's powerful ability to influence public opinion—
and U.S. support of Israel—comes from individuals like you, one by
one. I hope you'll consider giving a donation now, as you're able—with
$500, $250, $100, or even $18. (Remember, your donation to FLAME
is tax deductible.) To donate online, just go to donate now. Now, more
than ever, we need your support to ensure that the American people, the
U.S. Congress and President Trump stay focused on Israel's critical role
in protecting U.S. interests in the region—as well as protecting itself.
As of today, more than 15,000 Israel supporters receive the FLAME
Hotline at no charge every week. If you're not yet a subscriber, won't
you join us in receiving these timely updates, so you can more
effectively tell the truth about Israel? Just go to free subscription.
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