You deserve a factual look at. . .

Israel and the Media

Are current events in Israel getting fair coverage?

In December of 1987, an Israeli civilian was stabbed by Arabs in the Gaza territory, administered
by Israel. On the following day, four Gaza Arabs were killed by an automobile driven by

Israeli. The two events were totally unrelated. Yet, the rumor spread that the Arab deaths were
revenge murders by the Israelis. Rioting broke out and spread into Judea-Sumaria (the “West
Bank”), also administered by Israel. It was the beginning of the “intifada,” which still goes on.
The media have covered and continue to cover this uprising extensively. Are they doing it fairly?

What are the facts?

B The conflict between the Israeli govern-
ment and the Arabs in the areas administered
by Israel, the so-called “intifada,” is essentially
a minor regional one. It does not compare in
scope, in violence and in the number of peo-
ple killed or injured to the many other con-
flicts going on in the world right at this time,
such as the conflict between the Basques and
Spain; between Catholics and Protestants in
Northern Ireland; and between Moslems, Hin-
dus and Sikhs in India. And there are many
more. Just as with the Arab-Israel contlict, no
easy or early solution seems at hand.

B Yet, while the “intifada” is only one of many
regional conflicts, the volume of its coverage
in the media has made it appear to be a major
world event. There are over 250 press and t.v.
reporters accredited in Israel, a tiny country
the size of New Jersey and with only half the
population of New Jersey. This large media
contingent is second only in number to that of
Washington and Moscow—and less than that
of such key news centers as London, Paris,
Bonn, New Delhi, Peking or Tokyo. Naturally,
all of these reporters must produce daily
stories in order to justify their presence. This
results in much journalistic overkill. The
Washington Post, for instance, reports in an in-
ternal audit that. . .during a 5-month period
in 1988, they published over 300,000 words
on the “intifada,” more than two articles daily,
one-quarter of which appeared on the front
page. That was the most intense coverage by
the Post of any continuing story. In contrast,
when in one day, 65 Shi'ites were killed in one
of the brotherly battles in neighboring
Lebanon, the Post gave that only 600 words,
in an article on page 15.

B But it isn't just the intensity of coverage that
casts serious doubt about the fairness of the
media. It’s primarily the slant that is being
given to the news, both in the print media and
on television. Television, especially, thrives on
“action bites,” short dramatic scenes with
potential to get the viewer involved. For in-
stance, we see over and over again pictures of

teenage boys throwing rocks at Israel soldiers,
and the soldiers chasing those teenagers with
guns and clubs. That inevitably creates the im-
pression of Israel as the buily or the Goliath,
and of the “Palestinians” as defenseless Davids.
The opposite is true, of course. Israel is a
beleaguered country surrounded by implacable
enemies, who incessantly plot its destruction.
The “intifada” is part of that never-ending war.

" W The media do not show the hundreds of

Israeli soldiers and civilians who have been
grievously wounded and in some cases killed
by rocks and gasoline bombs. They do not
show the Arabs setting countless arson fires,
in which over 25,000 acres of forest—every
tree having lovingly been planted by hand—
have been destroyed. They do not show the
attacks on Jewish farms, the wanton destruc-
tion of industrial and public service facilities,
the fire bombing of hundreds of buses, and the
ruthless killing of livestock. They do not show
the PLO terror aimed at the “Palestinians”
themselves. In the last seventeen months of
the “intifada” dozens of Palestinian Arabs
have been murdered by the PLO, hundreds in-
jured, many critically. This campaign of in-
timidation has increased since Yasir Arafat
allegedly renounced terrorism.

W In the few cases in which fuller coverage of
the conflict wasattempted ont.v., suchcoverage
usually did turn out to be more “show-biz”
than serious reporting. ABC's reportage “Six
Days Plus Twenty Years” was so blatantly anti-
Israel in tone that Arab countries rushed to
use it as a propaganda film. Peter Jennings on
ABC insistently perpetuates the odious com-
parison of Israel with South Africa. TV. inter-
views with people in the territories invariably
show reasonably middle class intellectuals
and professionals with whom the American
viewer can identify—never the arsonists, the
bus bombers and the throwers of Molotov
cocktails. The occasional Israeli spokesman
that gets trotted out is almost always a
member of the radical left or of the so-called
“Peace Now” movement, quite unrepresen-
tative of mainline Israeli thinking.

The media do not give the “intifada” fair coverage. It’s partly the sheer volume of the coverage,
which gives this minor regional conflict perceived importance that it doesn’t have. It also lies in
the persistent anti-Israel slant that permeates the reporting in all media. Finally, the media, almost
without exception, focus on the immediate “drama” and do not explore the history and back-
ground of this conflict. The most important point, always omitted, is that the conflict between
Israel and the “Palestinians” is not the core problem in the area. The core problem is the unre-
mitting obsession of the Arab states to destroy Israel, their refusal to make peace with it, or to lift
the economic boycott against Israel—regardless of what disposition may ultimately be made of
the “West Bank.” Israel, more even than other beleaguered pro-Western nations, is the target of
disinformation and unfair reporting. Largely because it is a dependable friend and ally of the
United States, the Jewish state is another victim of the “blame America first” bias in the media.
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