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Judea/Samaria (the “West Bank”)
Can Israel survive without it?
Many people believe that the “conﬂict” between Israel and the Palestinians could be resolved if Israel were to consent to the creation of Palestinian state in Gaza and in all or most of Judea/Samaria (the “West Bank”). Even our president has advocated this
outcome, contingent on the “good behavior” of the Palestinians. But would the creation of such a state be a solution to the conﬂict
or, just as the Oslo Accord, another illusion that would exacerbate the conﬂict, rather than terminate it?
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What are the facts?

Without the “West Bank” Israel would be totally indefensible. That is the professional opinion of over 100 U.S. generals and admirals. Israel’s strong defensive posture makes it most inadvisable for Israel’s enemies to attack her. But
once this defensive strength is removed, a coordinated war against Israel can only be a matter of time. The example
and fate of Czechoslovakia, which preparatory to the Second World War was dismantled and shorn of its defensive
capacity, insistently comes to mind. What does all this mean to the United States? In a part of the world in which
our country has the most far-reaching geopolitical stakes, Israel is the only democracy, the only country that is
unquestioningly aligned with us. It is the guarantor of American interests in the area. With Israel in a position of
weakness, the role of the United States in the area would collapse and radical states such as Syria, Iraq and Iran
would dominate. That is why, despite the heady prospect of “peace in our time,” neither the purposes of Israel nor
t h o s e o f t h e Un i te d St a te s wo u l d b e s e r ve d by I s r a e l ’ s r e l i n qu i s h i n g c o n t r o l ove r t h e “ We s t B a n k .”
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