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“Greater Israel”
Does it have any relation to reality?
There are strident requests by the Arab countries, by the Palestinians, and indeed by much of the world that Israel
should once and for all abandon its dream of a “Greater Israel.” Israel’s alleged expansionist ambitions have long been a
staple of Arab anti-Israel propaganda. But what does it really mean? Does it have any relation to reality?

What are the facts?
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It is clear that the concept of “Greater Israel,” lacks any validity and has no basis in fact. To apply such a concept to a
country as small as Israel would almost seem a mockery. Obviously, Israel has no territorial ambitions. All it wants is to
live in peace within secure and defensible borders, just as any other country and as required under U.N. Resolution No.
242. But it seems that the size of Israel, whether “greater” or “lesser” is not at all the concern of Israel's implacable Arab
enemies. The very existence of Israel, of a Jewish state in their midst of whatever size, is unacceptable to the Arabs. And
unless that mindset changes, not until the Arab states have become democracies and have come to full acceptance of
Israel, are willing to make true peace with it, and are prepared to establish normal and friendly relations with Israel can
any possible territorial adjustment be considered. As it look s right now, that may still take some time.
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