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You deserve a factual look at...

Secretary Baker’s Peace Mission
Are he and the President putting pressure in the right places?

In the wake of the Gulf War, which many now believe we ended too early, Saddam Hussein and
his army have inflicted the most horrible genocidal slaughter on the defenseless Kurds. But
the President and Secretary Baker initially paid only cursory attention to this disaster. even
though it is partly of our own doing. They are mostly fixated on the so-called “Israel-
Palestinian conflict” and they are bringing renewed pressure on Israel to yield “land for peace”.

What are the facts?

B The Secretary may be handicapped by
the fact that, until his recent visits, he had
no real knowledge, no “feel” for the coun-
try and its unique problems. That is the
more regrettable since Israel is certainly
the closest (and perhaps only reliable) ally
the United States has in the entire region.
If he had deeper knowledge, he would
realize that in the absence of any reliable
and enduring peace with the Arab coun-
tries, Israel could not give up any of its
strategic heartland, the so-called “West
Bank”. From the heights of the Judean
hills, which he would have Israel yield to
the Arabs, one can literally overlook Zion
Square in Jerusalem, Ben Gurion Airport,
and most of Israel's population centers,
industrial plant, and military installations.
One shivers at the thought of what would
have happened to Israel if Saddam Hussein,
instead of having launched his relatively
innocuous Scud missiles from 450 miles
away, could have positioned his armor, his
planes and his missiles in the “West Bank”
or on those Judean mountain ridges.
M There are those who claim that, in these
days of airplanes and missiles, territorial
depth is of no military significance and
that Israel should therefore not hesitate to
relinquish the “West Bank” and Gaza in

order to attain peace. But that is fallacious

reasoning, Israel, according to the assess-
ment of every knowledgeable military per-
son, would be naked and indefensible if it
were to yield those territories. If Israel did
not control those territories it would, in
case of surprise attack, be cut in half at its

narrow waist before it had time to mobi-
lize. Why the President and Secretary Baker
continue to press this suicidal course on
its most reliable ally in the area is a mys-
tery. Is it because they don’t really under-
stand the murderous intentions of the
Arabs toward Israel? The goal of the Arabs
is not the establishment of a “Palestinian
State” on the “West Bank”. No, the real
goal of the Arabs, embedded in the Charter
of the PLO and never repudiated, is the
total annihilation of the state of Israel. The
presence of the “infidel Jews” in their
midst is an unacceptable affront to the
Arabs, The Palestinian state is a sideshow.
Its purpose is to serve as a launching pad
for the last “jihad” — finally to chase the
Jews into the sea “where they belong”.
MW And there are those who say that Israel
doesn’t really need any strategic depth. Ail
that is needed would be guarantees by the
United Nations and a mutual security
treaty, which the United States would prob-
ablygrantifIsrael were toyield topressure
and would give up the "West Bank”. The
United States is undoubtedly the best friend
and the greatest benefactor that Israel has.
But Israel simply can’t afford to entrust its
security to a third party. Even with the
best of intentions, the United States is far
away. [t took our country several months,
and under ideal conditions, to build up a
force to fight and defeat Saddam Hussein.
If Israel were attacked — not just by Iraq,
but by probably five or six other Arab
countries, no help could possibly arrive in
time if the enemy were poised, not beyond
the Jordan, but on the outskirts of
Jerusalem and within a few miles of Tel Aviv.

Our country has saved both Kuwait and Saudi Arabia from total destruction and from becoming
provinces of Iraq . It is therefore disappointing that the President and the Secretary of State
decided to lean, not on the Arabs but on Israel in order to bring about peace in the Middle East.
One could have hoped for some gratitude at least from those two countries. Secretary Baker, as
afirst step inhis peace mission, could have asked the Arabs to terminate their state of belligerency
against Israel, to end their commercial boycott against Israel that has been in effect for over 40
years (long before Israel came into the administration of the disputed territories), and to
renounce the slanderous equation that “Zionism is racism”. But there is no leaning on the Arabs
who, just barely having escaped their annihilation, are now as insolent and as arrogant as before.
By leaning on Israel and by the constant repetition of the shopworn mantra of “land for peace”,
the President and the Secretary of State are endangering the only democracy in that wide area
of the world and are instead giving comfort to the tyrannical Arab regimes, who are no friends
of ours. The pressure is being put in the wrong place and it is applied in the wrong direction,
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